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Around Southwest and West Central Ohio                                                                                                                                             
by Dave Scurlock, OSU/OARDC Viticulture Outreach Specialist 

Last week I had the opportunity to travel around the southwestern part of Ohio and west central 
Ohio with my partner in crime Dr. Gary Gao.  We visited several vineyards and witnessed 
herbicide injury in all of the vineyards with the exception of one.  The one vineyard that did not 
exhibit any injury to herbicide was totally isolated from any corn or soybean fields.  What’s the 
connection?  Corn farmers are a little later than normal with their corn plantings this year due to 
soil temperatures.  Generally speaking they like to see the soils warm up to nearly 600F before 
they plant corn so the seeds do not sit there and rot in colder soils.  Some injury that I will show 
you in the pictures to follow may have been due to drift.  In a normal corn planting year our 
grapes, with the exception of last year in 2012 which had a record warm month of March, would 
not be as developed and the foliage would not be as exposed to herbicide drift injury.  It is 
important that you communicate with your grain growing neighbors that grapes are extremely 
sensitive to most chemicals used to burn down fields prior to planting.  Some of these burn down 
chemicals include the glyphosates, 2 4-D, dicamba and atrazine.  Some are used alone and some 
in combination.  Atrazine can be used with dicamba for instance.  In combination you are able to 
use lower rates because there is a synergistic effect making them more effective in controlling 
weeds.  Atrazine is one that is not a volatile chemical, but no chemicals are immune to drift.  The 
last couple of months have been fairly windy and although some herbicide injury could have 
been due to drift, there is always the chance that we as grape growers cause some of the 
herbicide injury to our vines too.  

Some signs of herbicide injury can persist in the vines if they were injured last year and display 
some of the same symptoms the year after.  Vines may become stressed if severe drift injury 
occurs and stunt the growth or even cause death to the vine.  The crop should be removed to 
reduce stress on the vine if the growth is severely stunted in order for the vine not to be stressed 
more.  Most of the time vines should recover but it may take a couple of seasons for the vine to 
return to normal.  In the year following injury you need to access the need to drop your crop for 
the vines health or at least reduce the crop load to speed the vine on to recovery.   

It is very difficult to really definitively say who or what caused the injury to the vine but if you 
detect the smell of herbicides or witness someone spraying herbicides and suspect possible drift 
on to your vines, here are some options for you.  Talk to the applicator and find out what they are 
spraying.  Take down information on the date, wind speed, time of day and temperature at the 
time.  Take leaf samples in the area of suspected drift and place in a zip lock bag and place them 
in the freezer.  The chemicals degrade in the plant the longer you wait and may not be able to be 
detected by analysis if need be. 

The Best means of protection is communication with your neighbor and prevention of drift.  
Contact Dr. Doug Doohan, Doohan.1@osu.edu if you suspect herbicide injury. 

mailto:Doohan.1@osu.edu


 

Herbicide injury 1 is possible dicamba and injury 2 is possible glyphosate 

                                                                        
Upward cupping symptoms of leaves-dicamba injury 
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Herbicide injury2 



                        
Glyphosate injury-rough almost blistering of the leaves 

                    
Glyphosate injury-rough almost blistering of the leaves 

 

 



Herbicide drift damage-notice the deformed and stunted leaves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                          
Notice, even in the grow tubes you can still get herbicide drift damage.  This appears to be either 
dicamba or 2 4-D damage 

                      
Dicamba damage on older vines-symptoms of upward cupping leaves 

 



 

Just another note:  Observed the surrounding vegetation for effects from herbicide drift injury too 
and record what you see.  Photos are a great way to record vines or plants that are exhibiting 
strange symptoms.  In one of the vineyard pictures above I photographed a Pin Oak tree that was 
exhibiting some of the same symptoms as the grapes.  See picture below 

  

 

 



One comment on Insects 

Look for any abnormalities when you are scouting your own vineyards.  Establish a time every 
week that you go out and just survey what is happening in the vineyard looking for anything 
suspicious such as insects, herbicide injury, and disease and weed development.  Record what 
you see and respond with a course of action.  I have seen evidence of the Grape Cane Girdler. 

Grape Cane Girdler, Ampeloglypter ampelopsis (Riley) (Coleoptera: Curculionidae) 
                 
The grape cane girdler is a small, black snout beetle about 1/8 inch 
in length. The insect strongly resembles the grape cane gallmaker. It 
overwinters as an adult underneath leaves and other trash in and 
around vineyards. Adult girdlers emerge during late May and early 
June. 
     
When new grape shoots are 15 to 20 inches long and usually before 
bloom, the female beetle chews two series of holes around a shoot. 
These girdles are a few inches apart. The beetle then deposits a 
single egg in the girdle closest to the vine trunk. The larva that hatches from this egg feeds in the 
shoot pith between the girdles. Eventually, the shoot breaks and falls off at the outer girdle, 

leaving the infested section on the cane. The infested section of the shoot remains 
attached but may fall off later. 
  
Larvae complete development during July and pupate within the shoots. The new 
adults exit from the shoot sections in August and overwinter. There is one 
generation of the grape cane girdler each year. 
  
Economic loss due to the cane girdler ordinarily is not a major concern on mature 
vines. The girdles most often are made in a portion of the shoot beyond where the 

clusters are formed, so fruit loss is rare. However, where a concentration of girdled canes are 
observed in a vineyard, it is surely alarming and often causes undue concern. Nevertheless, 
injury may be important on newly planted or young Vines. 

  Removing infested shoots may be of some benefit as a control procedure. Such affected shoots 
should be cut off below the lower girdle before the beetles emerge in late July or August.  

Another pest that you do not worry too much about after the buds have burst but I did observe it 
last week is the Flea Beetle.  They can still do some injury although minimal to the leaves.  This 
Flea Beetle seems to be curious about the grape cluster.  

http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/grapeipm/common_name.htm
http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/grapeipm/images/Grape Cane Girdler Damage.jpg


Flea Beetle feeding on a grape cluster 

 



PLANT DISEASE NOTE: From Mike Ellis 

Phomopsis Cane and Leaf Spot on Grapes.  

Dave Scurlock asked me to put some information together for OGEN on Phomopsis cane and 
leaf spot. My program has done a great deal of research on this disease (much of which has 
been funded by the Ohio Grape Industries Committee-OGIC). I wrote a symposium paper on 
Phomopsis a couple of years ago for a meeting in Missouri. I have provided this paper to be 
posted on OGEN. The paper is pretty short, but it tells you everything I know about the disease; 
including how to effectively control it. If you want to learn more about this very common and 
potentially destructive disease, please read the paper. 

As Always; contact me with any questions 

Mike Ellis  

330-263-3849 ellis.7@osu.edu  

 

mailto:ellis.7@osu.edu
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Phomopsis Cane and Leaf Spot of Grape: A Review of its Biology and Control 

Michael A. Ellis  
Department of Plant Pathology 

Ohio State University 
 

 
For many years, the Eastern grape industry recognized a disease called “dead-arm,” which 
was thought to be caused by the fungus Phomopsis viticola. In 1976, researchers 

demonstrated that the dead-arm disease was actually two different diseases that often occur 
simultaneously. Phomopsis cane and leaf spot (caused by the fungus Phomopsis viticola) is the 
name for the cane- and leaf-spotting phase of what was once known as dead-arm. Eutypa 
dieback (caused by the fungus Eutypa lata) is the new name for the canker- and shoot-dieback 
phase of what was once known as dead-arm. At present, the name dead-arm is no longer used. 
Growers should remember that Phomopsis cane and leaf spot and Eutypa dieback are distinctly 
different diseases, and their control recommendations vary greatly. 

Disease incidence of Phomopsis cane and leaf spot appears to be increasing in many 
vineyards throughout the Midwest (4). Crop losses up to 30 percent have been reported in some 
Ohio vineyards in growing seasons with weather conducive to disease development. Phomopsis 
cane and leaf spot can affect most parts of the grapevine, including canes, leaves, rachises 
(cluster stems), flowers, tendrils, and berries and can cause vineyard losses by: 

• Weakening canes, which makes them more susceptible to winter injury. 
• Damaging leaves, which reduces photosynthesis. 
• Infecting cluster stems (rachis), which can result in poor fruit development and premature 

fruit drop. 
• Infecting berries resulting in a fruit rot near harvest. 

Symptoms 
Spots or lesions on shoots and leaves are common symptoms of the disease. Small, black 

spots on the internodes at the base of developing shoots are probably the most common 
disease symptom. These spots are usually found on the first three to four basal internodes. 
The spots may develop into elliptical lesions that may grow together to form irregular, black, 
crusty areas. Under severe conditions, shoots may split and form longitudinal cracks. 
Although cane lesions often appear to result in little damage to the vines, it is important to 
remember that these lesions are the primary source of overwintering inoculum for the next 
growing season. 

Leaf infections first appear as small, light-green spots with irregular, occasionally star-
shaped, margins. Usually only the lower one to four leaves on a shoot are affected. In time, 
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the spots become larger, turn black, and have a yellow margin. Leaves become distorted and 
die if large numbers of lesions develop. Infections of leaf petioles may cause leaves to turn 
yellow and fall off. 

All parts of the grape cluster (berries and rachises or cluster stems) are susceptible to 
infection throughout the growing season; however, most infections appear to occur early in the 
growing season (prebloom through shortly after bloom). Lesions developing on the first one or 
two cluster stems (rachises) on a shoot may result in premature withering of the cluster stem. 
Infected clusters that survive until harvest often produce infected or poor-quality fruit. 

If not controlled early in the growing season, berry infection can result in serious yield loss 
under the proper environmental conditions. Symptoms of berry infections do not appear until 
close to harvest as infected berries develop a light-brown color. Black, spore-producing 
structures of the fungus (pycnidia) then break through the berry skin, and the berry soon 
shrivels. At this advanced stage, Phomopsis cane and leaf spot can be easily mistaken for black 
rot. Growers should remember that the black rot fungus only infects green berries and will not 
infect berries after they start to mature. Berries become resistant to black rot infection by three 
to four weeks after bloom. Fruit rot symptoms caused by Phomopsis generally do not appear 
until close to harvest (veraison and later) on mature fruit. Severe fruit rot has been observed in 
several Ohio vineyards. 

Research in Ohio has shown that berry and rachis infection can occur throughout the 
growing season (1, 2); however, most fruit rot infections probably occur early in the season 
(pre-bloom to shortly after bloom). Fruit Infections can become established as soon as 
clusters appear after bud break in the spring (very early). This fact helps to emphasize the 
importance of early season fungicide applications for effective control of this disease. Once 
inside green tissues of the berry, the fungus becomes inactive (latent), and the disease does 
not continue to develop (1). Infected berries remain without symptoms until late in the season 
(veraison or later) when the fruit matures. Thus, fruit rot that develops at harvest is probably 
due to infections that occurred prior to or during bloom. 

Causal Organism and Disease Cycle (Figure 1) 
 

   The fungus over winters in lesions or spots on old canes or rachises infected during the 
previous growing season and requires cool, wet weather (free water) for spore release and 
infection during early spring. The fungus produces flask-shaped fruiting bodies called pycnidia in 
the old diseased wood (canes or rachises). These pycnidia release spores in early spring and 
are spread by splashing rain droplets to developing shoots, leaves, and clusters. In the 
presence of free water, the spores germinate and cause infection. Shoot infection is most likely 
during the period from bud break until shoots are six to eight inches long. Research in Ohio has 
determined that the optimum temperature for leaf and cane infections is between 60 and 68 
degrees F, and a wetness duration (free water) of at least six hours is required at these 
temperatures. As the wetness duration increases, the opportunity for infection greatly increases. 
A disease predictive system based on temperature and wetness duration in the vineyard has 
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been developed and validated for the disease in Ohio (3, 5). 
 
   Lesions on leaves appear at seven to 10 days after infection. Fully expanded leaves become 
resistant to infection. Lesions on canes require three to four weeks to develop and as cane 
tissues become mature, they also become highly resistant to infection. Recent research in New 
York, Ohio and Michigan indicates that the majority of spores are produced and released very 
early in the growing season. It appears that the vast majority of spores are released from bud 
break through bloom and that little if any spores are left by early to mid-July. This is probably the 
reason that almost all infections appear only on the first three to four Internodes of the cane and 
the leaves on those Internodes. Although young leaves and cane tissues are susceptible to 
infection throughout the growing season, there are no spores left to infect them later in the 
growing season. If you do not have spores (Inoculum), you do not have Infection. This is 
another reason why early season fungicide sprays are critical for controlling the disease. 
 
   One very important aspect of this disease that most growers do not realize is that Phomopsis 
cane and leaf spot is what we call a monocyclic disease. Monocyclic is a pathological term that 
means the fungus does not produce spores (secondary inoculum) on current season infected 
tissues. The fungus within cane and rachis lesions and leaf spots that develop on tissue infected 
during the current growing season will not produce pycnidia and spores. Thus, secondary 
infections do not occur later in the growing season. This is unlike most of the other important 
grape diseases such as black rot, downy and powdery mildew. When these fungi infect grape 
tissues and form lesions, the fungus sporulates (produces spores) in the infected tissues that 
can cause additional infections throughout the growing season. We call these types of diseases 
polycyclic. Polycyclic diseases can have many infection cycles throughout the current growing 
season. This is why these diseases often appear to explode later in the growing season, 
especially in wet years. The fact that Phomopsis cane and leaf spot is a monocyclic disease 
makes it somewhat easier to control and further emphasizes the importance of early season 
fungicide application for effective disease control.  
 
   For unknown reasons, the fungus that causes Phomopsis cane and leaf spot is not capable of 
producing pycnidia and spores until after canes tissues harden off in the fall. The fungus over 
winters inside infected canes and produces pycnidia and spores to cause new infections the 
following spring. This completes the disease cycle. 
 
   Although the fungus does not appear to be capable of producing spores on living tissues of 
current season infections, research In New York has shown that the fungus can sporulate 
throughout the growing season on old dead wood and pruning stubs. For this reason, sanitation 
is a very important part of the overall disease management program. Selective dormant pruning 
to remove infected canes and dead wood (Including old pruning stubs) from the trellis aids 
greatly in disease control.  
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Disease management 
 
Site selection 
 Select planting sites with direct, all-day sunlight (avoid shade). Good soil drainage and air 

circulation are also very important. Orient rows to take full advantage of sunlight and wind 
movement. Cultural practices that increase air circulation and light penetration in the 
vineyard will reduce wetting periods and should be beneficial for control. 

 

Sanitation 
 While conducting dormant pruning, cut out infected canes and destroy them. Select only 

strong, healthy canes that are uniform in color to produce the next season’s crop. Cut out old 
dead wood and pruning stubs. Although the fungus does not produce spores on infected 
canes during the first year of infection, it can produce spores on old dead wood for years and 
it is possible that it produces spores on old dead wood late into the growing season. 
Removal of old dead wood and pruning stubs is very important for successful control.  

 

Dormant applications of fungicide 
 
   Over the past several years, many Ohio growers have asked questions regarding the use of 
dormant applications of fungicide for disease control in grapes. In 2003 through 2005 we 
conducted several evaluations of dormant applications of Liquid lime sulfur and fixed copper 
(copper hydroxide-COCS) for control of Phomopsis cane and leaf spot on grape.  We applied lime 
sulfur at 10 gallons per acre and copper at 3 lb per acre in 100 gallons of water per acre.  We made 
applications in the fall (after leaf drop), in the spring at bud swell, and at both times (spring and 
fall). 
 
   Our results indicate that both lime sulfur and copper applied in the spring resulted in a significant 
reduction of Phomopsis leaf and internode infection in the growing season (6,8) . Lime sulfur was 
more effective than copper. There were no differences in disease control between the spring only 
and both the spring and fall applications. Applications in the fall only were not effective.  Although 
we got a significant level of disease control (about a 28% and 70% reduction in disease 
incidence and severity, respectively), we never achieved 100% control of Phomopsis with the 
dormant application.  Therefore, the dormant application did not reduce the need for fungicide 
applications for Phomopsis control during the season. 
 
For a quick summary of over two years of research, I will make the following comments: 
 
1. Dormant applications of lime sulfur or copper will provide some degree of Phomopsis 

control, but will not reduce the need for the standard recommended fungicide sprays for 
Phomopsis control during the growing season.  We have no evidence to indicate that the 
dormant applications are effective against any of the other grape diseases. 
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In short, they could help, but if you have a good spray program during the growing season, 
they probably will not result in much of an increase in disease control at the end of the 
season. Remember that this assumes you have a good fungicide spray program during the 
season.  The bottom line is that if you have a good spray program and your vineyards are 
pretty clean, you probably do not need a dormant application of fungicide in the spring. 

               I do not recommend a dormant application of fungicide in the fall for disease control. 
 
 
 2. I do recommend the use of dormant applications of lime sulfur in the following 

situations: 
 
  A. In organic vineyards, this should be an important spray. 
 
  B. In vineyards where Phomopsis is getting out of hand, this spray should be 

considered. In some Concord vineyards that are mechanically pruned, 
Phomopsis incidence is increasing.  A dormant spray of lime sulfur would 
probably be beneficial here, but the economics on Concord needs to be 
considered. 

   For wine grape vineyards where the level of Phomopsis infection is severe, 
the dormant spray should be considered. A dormant application of lime 
sulfur in the spring will aid in disease control, when combined with effective 
sprays during the early part growing season. The economics of the dormant 
application are questionable. In other words, the level of control you get may 
not be worth the cost of the application.  It has been our observation over 
the past several years that we can detect some level of Phomopsis in almost 
every vineyard we inspect. It is probably not realistic to expect 100% 
control of Phomopsis on internodes even with a good full-season spray 
program (personal opinion , Mike Ellis). In our studies, the dormant 
application of lime sulfur plus a good full season spray program has never 
resulted in 100% control of Phomopsis. 

 
   C. If anthracnose is present in the vineyard, a dormant application of lime 

sulfur at the rate of 10 gallons per acre is very important.  This spray is the 
major means of controlling anthracnose.  We have seen serious anthracnose 
in several Ohio vineyards over the past few years, mainly on Vidal and 
Reliance grapes. 

 
 In summary, a dormant application of lime sulfur ( lime sulfur appears to be more effective 
than copper) in the spring is beneficial for control of Phomopsis and even necessary in some 
situations as mentioned above; however, it is not a “silver bullet” that is going to reduce the need 
for a full-season fungicide spray program on wine grapes. 
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Properly timed early-season fungicide sprays  
 
Fungicide applications very early in the growing season are critical for successful control of 
Phomopsis cane and leaf spot. Fungicide timing trials in New York, Michigan and Ohio over the 
past several years have clearly demonstrated this fact. Dr. Wayne Wilcox is a professor of Plant 
pathology at Cornell University and is located at Geneva, New York. Dr. Wilcox's laboratory has 
conducted numerous fungicide timing trials for control of Phomopsis. He reported that early 
sprays are the most important for control of rachis infections. He also reported that they also 
provide significant control of berry infections. He found that applications during the early shoot 
growth period (as clusters first become visible, about 3 inches of shoot growth) are the most 
important for controlling the disease on the rachises and significantly controlled fruit rot and 
cane infections. Dr. Wilcox recommends that a minimal fungicide spray program for Phomopsis 
should include at least one application during the period soon after clusters emerge. His 
research has shown that waiting until the immediate prebloom spray is far too late if there is any 
significant disease pressure in the vineyard. 
Mancozeb, captan and ziram all provide good to excellent control of Phomopsis. The strobilurin 
fungicides (Abound and Pristine) also have some activity against Phomopsis; however, they 
certainly do not appear to have any advantage over mancozeb, captan, or ziram and they are 
much more expensive. 

                                                      Literature Cited 
     1.       Erincik, O., Madden, L.V., Ferree, D.C., and Ellis, M.A.  2001.  Effect of growth stage on   
              susceptibility of grape berry and rachis tissues to infection by Phomopsis viticola.  Plant      
              Disease 85:517-520. 

 
2.  Erincik, O., Madden, L.V., Ferree, D.C., and Ellis, M.A. 2002. Infection of grape berry and 

rachis tissues by Phomopsis viticola. Online. Plant Health Progress doi:10.1094/PHP-2002-0702-
01-RS. http://www.plantmanagementnetwork.org. 

 
3.      Erincik, O., Madden, L.V., Ferree, D.C., and Ellis, M.A.  2003.  Temperature and wetness      
      duration requirements for grape leaf and cane infection by Phomopsis viticola.  Plant Disease    
      87:832-840. 

 
4. Erincik, O., Castlebury, L., Schilder, A.M.C., Rossman, A., and Ellis, M.A.  2005.  

Characterization of Phomopsis spp.Infecting Grapevines in the Great Lakes Region of North 
America . Plant Disease 89: 755-762. 

 
5. Nita, M., Ellis, M.A., Wilson, L.L., and Madden, L.V. 2006.  Evaluation of a disease warning 

system for Phomopsis cane and leaf spot of grape: a field study.  Plant Disease 90: 1239-1246. 
 
6. Nita, M., Ellis, M.A., Wilson, L.L., and Madden, L.V. 2006.  Effects of application of fungicide 

during the dormant period on Phomopsis cane and leaf spot of grape disease intensity and 
inoculum production.  Plant Disease 90: 1195-1200. 

 

http://www.plantmanagementnetwork.org./


 7 

7. Nita, M., Ellis, M.A., Wilson, L.L., and Madden, L.V. 2007.  Evaluation of curative and 
protectant activity of fungicides and fungicide-adjuvant mixtures on Phomopsis cane and leaf 
spot of grape: a controlled environment study.  Crop Protection 26 (2007) 1377-1384. 

 
8. Nita, M., Ellis, M.A., Wilson, L.L., and L.V. Madden. 2007. Evaluations of new and current 

management strategies to control Phomopsis cane and leaf spot of grape. Online . Plant Health 
Progress doi:10.1094/PHP-2007-0726-06-RS. 

 
 
Acknowledgement: I would like to thank Dr. Wayne Wilcox (Cornell University, Geneva) for 
providing much of the information presented in this review. 
 
 

                                    
                                  Figure 1. Disease cycle of Phomopsis cane and leaf spot. I wish to thank 

the New York Agricultural Experiment Station for use of this figure. Figure taken from Grape IPM 
Disease Identification Sheet No. 6. 
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June is Ohio Wine Month                                                                                                                                                    
by Dave Scurlock, OSU/OARDC Viticulture Outreach Specialist 

June is Ohio Wine Month and it was celebrated last night (May 22) at the State House by the 
introduction of the Director’s Choice Awards by the Ohio Director of Agriculture, David L. 
Daniels.  The three awards were given to: 

Red Wine: Presenting this award along with Director Daniels were Senator Balderson and 
Representative Hill 

Terrra Cotta Vineyard, owned by Paul and Donna Roberts for their estate grown Chambourcin 
Wine 

White Wine: Presenting this award along with Director Daniels were Senator Cafaro and 
Representative Patterson 

Ferrante Winery, owned by Nick Ferrante and Family for their estate grown 2012 Signature 
Series “Golden Bunches” Dry Riesling Wine 

Specialty Wine: Presenting this award along with Director Daniels were Senator Eklund and 
Representative Young 

Debonne’ Vineyards, owned by Tony Debevc and Family, with the award being accepted by Ed 
Trebets, Debonne’ winemaker for their 2011 Debonne’ Vidal Ice Wine 

Congratulations to the winners of the Director’s Choice Award and to all those who won medals 
in this years’ Ohio Wine Competition and recipients of the Ohio Quality Wine Seal. 

Ohio Department of Agriculture Director David Daniels spoke to a crowd of 200 people 
consisting of grape and wine producers, legislators, agricultural representatives and several 
community and business leaders.  Director Daniels spoke about the economic impact of the 
grape and wine industry on Ohio’s agricultural based economy.  Some key points are: 

 Ohio’s wine industry is the 4th largest in the eastern United States and is known 
nationally and internationally for excellence 

 Ohio’s nearly 200 wineries tend to over 1,600 acres of grapes that produce more than 1 
million gallons of wine each year. 

 Ohio’s Grapes and Wines generate more than $580 million in economic activity 
 Ohio’s Grape and Wine Industry employs more than 4100 people providing a payroll of 

$124.2 million 

 

 



I hope you go out, not only in June, but all year around to visit some of Ohio’s wonderful 
wineries around the state.  Right now in Ohio you are probably located within 50 miles of a local 
winery no matter where you live?  Really?  Really!  Ohio has about 180 wineries that are in 
every quadrant of Ohio.  Please go to http://tasteohiowines.com/ to see where the closest 
wineries are to your home. 

 

You of course do not need to stay close to home either.   You can venture out in any direction in 
the state of Ohio and enjoy award winning wines produced right here in the Beautiful Buckeye 
State.  Go to the link of Ohio Wines on the Go at http://ohiowinesonthego.com/ and download all 
the winey directions to you GPS device and let your GPS take you turn by turn to all of the Ohio 
wineries with very little planning needed on your part.  Wonderful wines begin in our beautiful 
Ohio grape vineyards.  There are many excellent wines that are made from grapes purchased 
outside of the state too and there are wines made from fruits other than grapes such as apples, 
blackberries, raspberries, strawberries, pear and rhubarb to name a few.   There are specialty 
wines such as Port, Sherries and Ice wines.  There are also Mead and honey wines.  I even had a 
wine last night at the celebration of Ohio Wine Month at the State House, made from Maple 
Syrup.  I know, but you should try it before you make a judgment call.  I thought the same thing 
about Mead and Honey wines before I put my predetermined bias opinion aside and tried it.  I 
was pleasantly surprised   My predetermined opinion that it was going to be awful was 100% 
WRONG AGAIN.  I am maturing too, as much as I hate to admit it.   Ohio wine producers are 
making world class Ports and Sherries too.  You need to check with each winery for the specific 
products   produced and the list of different activities and special events that most wineries have.   

Go out and enjoy Your Favorite OHIO Wine the month of June 
and throughout the year! 
 

http://tasteohiowines.com/
http://ohiowinesonthego.com/


Know Your OSU Grape & Wine Research & Outreach Specialist                                                                                  
By Imed Dami, HCS‐OARDC                                                  
Many of the OGEN subscribers are new producers and are not familiar with OSU Specialists who provide expertise and assistance in the field of grape growing 
and wine making. The information below may be redundant for some readers, but it is good to remind/inform our new producers of the resources available at 
OSU and will be included in all future issues of OGEN. Please contact the following Research, Extension/Outreach Specialists, and Educators if you have any 
questions relating to their respective field of expertise.  

  Contact Information Area of Expertise & Assistance 
Provided Name & Address  Phone  Email & Website 

Dr. Mike Ellis, Professor                       
Dept. Plant Pathology 
224 Selby Hall ‐‐ OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3849 
 

E‐mail: ellis.7@osu.edu                           
Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/fruitpathology/organic/grape/in
dex  

Grape diseases and control. 
Recommendation on grape fungicides  

Dr. Roger Williams, Professor               
Dept. Entomolgy 
202 Thorne Hall ‐‐ OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3731 
 

E‐mail: williams.14@osu.edu                 
Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/grapeipm/  

Grape insects/mites and control. 
Recommendation on grape 
insecticides   

Dr. Doug Doohan, Professor                
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science           
205 Gourley Hall – OARDC                    
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐202‐3593 
E‐mail: doohan.1@osu.edu                       
Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/weedworkshop/default.asp  

Vineyard weeds and control. 
Recommendation on herbicides    

Dr. Imed Dami, Associate Professor & 
Viticulture State Specialist                   
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science        
216 Gourley Hall – OARDC                    
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3882 

E‐mail: dami.1@osu.edu  

 

Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/     

Viticulture research and statewide 
extension & outreach programs. 
Recommendation on variety selection. 
Imed is the primary research contact 
of the viticulture program.  



 
 

Contact Information 

 

Area of Expertise& Assistance 
Provided 

Name & Address  Phone  Email  & Website 

David Scurlock, Viticulture Outreach 
Specialist                                        
 118 Gourley Hall – OARDC                            
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3825 
E‐mail: scurlock.2@osu.edu  
Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/     

Evaluation of site suitability for 
vineyard establishment and all aspects 
of grape production practices in 
northern Ohio. David is the primary 
extension contact of the viticulture 
program 

Todd Steiner, Enology Program Manager 
& Outreach Specialist                           
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science        
118 Gourley Hall – OARDC                    
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3881 
E‐mail: steiner.4@osu.edu  
Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/     

Commercial wine production, sensory 
evaluation, laboratory analysis/setup 
and winery establishment. Todd is the 
primary research and extension 
contact of the enology program 

Dr. Gary Gao , Small Fruit Specialist and 
Associate Professor, OSU South Centers 
1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH 
45661               

OSU Campus in Columbus                    
Room 256B, Howlett Hall, 2001 Fyffe Ct     
Columbus, OH  43201 

740-289-2071 
ext.123 

Fax:740-289-4591

E-mail: gao.2@cfaes.osu.edu 

Website: http://southcenters.osu.edu/ 

 

Viticulture Research and Outreach, 
VEAP visits in southern Ohio, vineyard 
management practices, soil fertility 
and plant nutrition, fruit quality 
improvement, variety evaluation, table 
and wine grape production 
 

Greg Johns, Station Manager             
Ashtabula Agricultural Research Station     
2625 South Ridge Road                
Kingsville, OH  44048  

440‐224‐0273 

E‐mail: johns.1@osu.edu 

Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/branches/branchinfo.asp?id=1  

Winegrape production in Northeast 
Ohio, especially vinifera varieties  



 

  Contact Information 

 

 

Area of Expertise& Assistance 
Provided 

Name & Address  Phone  Email  & Website 

David Marisson, County Extension 
Director, Assistant Professor & Extension 
Educator, OSU Extension‐Ashtabula 
County  39 Wall Street   
 Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

440‐576‐9008 Ext. 
106 

 

E‐mail: marrison.2@osu.edu  

Website: ashtabula.osu.edu  

Vineyard and winery economics, 
estate planning and Extension 
programs in Northeast Ohio 

Dr. Julie Fox, Direct Marketing Specialist 
1864 Shyville Road 
Piketon, Ohio  45661 

740‐289‐2071, ext. 
225 

Email: fox.264@osu.edu 

Website: http://directmarketing.osu.edu  

Ohio MarketMaker: 
www.ohiomarketmaker.com 

Wine and wine grape marketing 
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