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Financial Assistance Available for Winter Injured Vineyards                                                              
by David Scurlock, OSU/OARDC Viticulture Outreach Specialist 

There have been many people and organizations involved in an effort to help grape growers with 
financial assistance given the devastating impact this past winter has had on the grape crop and 
the grapevine itself.  The numbers published on the status of this years’ vinifera crop are 
estimated at 100% crop loss throughout the state of Ohio.  French hybrids are not too far behind 
with estimated crop losses between 50 to 100% for some varieties.  The American varieties also 
have estimated crop losses of 30%.  The greatest loss is the vine itself.  Some trunk and cordon 
evaluations have taken place and the news of vine losses is not optimistic.  Further evaluations 
throughout the summer will give a more realistic picture of vine loss and the reality of having to 
pull the vines and replant new ones.  This is one of those winters that no one growing grapes now 
has ever experienced.  We are growing more vinifera grapes then we did 30 years ago and they 
are more winter tender then the native American varieties.  The acreage of American varieties is 
still larger than that of the vinifera and French hybrid combined but the expansion of grapes has 
been in the wine grape production.  The evolution into the wine grape business has been a boom 
for the State of Ohio’s economy in jobs(4100+), wages($124+million), tourism($73+million), 
revenue from the sale of grapes and wine($51+million) and full economic impact on the Ohio 
economy is ($583+million). *stats are from MKF Research, LLC 2008, Updated stats will be made available in May 

2014.  Agriculture is the leading industry in the state of Ohio and grapes and wine play a role in 
this growth area. 

With the passage of the recent Farm Bill there is money available through the TAP-Tree 
Assistance Program for financial assistance to qualifying fruit and nursery tree growers to 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by this past winter.  Please read the 
following articles on the USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Tree Assistance Program 
Sign-up and the 2014 Farm Bill Fact Sheet April 2014.   

We have tried to standardize a Reporting Sheet with the assistance of the FSA to help growers 
report their statistics to their local FSA offices.  A list of local FSA offices is also contained in 
this document.  I hope that you all are proactive and file a report to your local office as soon as 
possible.  The TAP program requires that you have in excess of 15% mortality to qualify.  Your 
local FSA office will verify losses so receipts and records will help immensely in the final 
process.  At this time we are asking that you make an assessment of your losses and file a report 
to be eligible for the TAP grant.  We are aware that actual losses may not be fully realized until 
summer but adjustments can be made as realizations are discovered.  Please use the following 
Reporting Sheet to the best of your current knowledge. 



 
2014 Report Sheet on Winter Damage to Grapes for your Local FSA Office to be eligible for 
Disaster Relief (low interest loans) and/or TAP (tree assistance program that includes vines) 
Applicants Name: 
Applicants Address: 
Applicants Email: 
Applicants Phone: 
 
Variety % Bud 

Damage1 
Acreage2 $/Ton3 Ave. 

Yield/A4 
Potential 
$ Loss5  
2014 

Potential 
$ Loss5  
2015 

Potential 
$ Loss5  
2016 

 

Crop $Values*6 

 

Vine 
replacement 
and Labor 
cost*7 

2011 2012 2013 

            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
1-% Dead Primary bud damage-based on a sampling of 100 buds/variety 
2-Actual acreage-American varieties 545 vines/acre (10x8spacing), French Hybrid720 vines/A or 1089 vines/A (10x6spacing or 10x4spacing) 
and Vinifera 1210 vines/A (9x4spacing) based on 43,560 ft2/Acre 
3-Price/Ton-American $300, French hybrid $1000 and Vinifera $1500 
4-Average yield/A-Equals number of vines/A times multiplied by yield (lbs/vine) divided by 2000lbs/ton Example:                                            
American variety 454 vines/A x 30lbs/vine ÷ 2000lbs/ton=6.81 tons/Acre 
5-Potential $ Loss-column 3 multiplied by column 4 
6-Crop dollar values for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  2 year and younger vineyards indicate %vine loss instead of crop loss. 
7-Vine replacement and labor costs-receipts may be needed to verify costs-see FSA fact sheet 
 
Additional Information: To activate payment action you must have in excess of 15% loss 

A. You must indicate you had a loss 
B. You must indicate that loss was due to a weather event i.e. winter cold 
C. At some point you will be required to indicate % loss of stand Ex: 300 dead vines ÷545 vines/acre=55% loss of stand 

 
Any additional clarifications needed please contact Matt Kleski, Key Program Specialist PA/Comp Section, MIDAS Super User/ Change Agent 
Ohio State Farm Service Agency, (Matthew.Kleski@oh.usda.gov), phone number: 614-255-2450 or Christina Reed, PR/Outreach Specialist, 
Farm Service Agency  (614) 255-2527  Christina.Reed@oh.usda.gov  
 
This program is going to be retroactive from Oct. 2011 through 2014.  Sign up begins on April 15, 2014. 

mailto:Matthew.Kleski@oh.usda.gov
mailto:Christina.Reed@oh.usda.gov


 
 
 
Farm Service Agency 
200 North High Street, Rm. 540 
Columbus, Ohio, 43215 
Voice 614.255.2527   
Email: Christina.Reed@oh.usda.gov  
Web: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Contact: 
Christina Reed, (614) 255-2527 

Christina.Reed@oh.usda.gov  
 

USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
Sign-up  

 
COLUMBUS, Ohio – April 10, 2014 – Ohio Farm Service Agency (FSA) Executive Director, 
Steven Maurer, announced today that orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced 
losses from natural disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree 
Assistance Program (TAP) beginning Tuesday, April 15, 2014. TAP was authorized by the 
Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. 
 
“Ohio has been hit hard this past winter with record low temperatures and with spring finally here, 
orchard and vineyard producers will begin to see the extent of damage,” said Maurer.   
 
TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying fruit and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 
 
“President Obama and Secretary Vilsack made it a priority to begin enrollment for these 
programs as quickly as possible upon the enactment of the 2014 Farm Bill,” said Maurer.    
Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  
 
To qualify for TAP, fruit growers must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to 
own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  
 
If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 
12 months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres 
planted to trees, bushes or vines for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 
500 acres annually.  
 
If physical evidence of the lost trees, bushes, or vines no longer exists, the owner must provide 
documentation to determine the eligible trees, bushes, or vines existed and were lost on each 
stand because of the approved disaster condition.   
 
Examples of documentation can include: 

• Receipts for the original purchase of the eligible trees, bushes, or vines where TAP is 
requested,  

mailto:Christina.Reed@oh.usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh
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Farm Service Agency 
200 North High Street, Rm. 540 
Columbus, Ohio, 43215 
Voice 614.255.2527   
Email: Christina.Reed@oh.usda.gov  
Web: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

• Documentation of labor and equipment used to plant or remove the eligible trees, bushes, 
or vines that were lost, 

• Chemical, fertilizer, or other related receipts to substantiate the existence of the eligible 
trees, bushes, or vines. 

• RMA appraisal worksheet may be used by COC to substantiate applicant’s certification 
of trees lost. 

 
For more information, producers are encouraged to review the TAP fact sheet online or contact 
your USDA FSA Service Center.  

 
 

mailto:Christina.Reed@oh.usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/tap_2014.pdf
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARM SERVICE AGENCY FACT SHEET

                                             April 2014

Tree Assistance Program for Orchardists and Nursery Tree Growers (TAP)

OVERVIEW

The USDA Tree Assistance Program (TAP) pro-
vides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists 
and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate 
eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural 
disasters occurring on or after Oct. 1, 2011. TAP 
was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a 
permanent disaster program.  

ELIGIBLE TREE TYPES

Eligible trees, bushes and vines are those from 
which an annual crop is produced for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, 
nut and Christmas trees produced for commercial 
sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

ELIGIBLE PRODUCERS

To qualify for TAP, orchardists and nursery tree 
growers must:

• Have suffered qualifying tree, bush or vine 
losses in excess of 15 percent (adjusted for 
normal mortality) from an eligible natural 
disaster for the individual stand;

• Have owned the eligible trees, bushes and 
vines when the natural disaster occurred,  but 
eligible growers are not required to own the 
land on which eligible trees, bushes and vines 
are planted;

• Replace eligible trees, bushes and vines within 
12 months from the date the application is ap-
proved.

PAYMENT CALCULATION

For tree, bush or vine replacement, replanting, and/
or rehabilitation, the payment calculation is the 
lesser of the following:

• 65 percent of the actual cost of replanting, in 
excess of 15 percent mortality (adjusted for 
normal mortality), and/or 50 percent of the 

actual cost of rehabilitation, in excess of 15 
percent damage or mortality (adjusted for nor-
mal tree damage and mortality) or;

• The maximum eligible amount established 
for the practice by the USDA Farm Service 
Agency’s (FSA) Deputy Administrator for 
Farm Programs.

The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines for which a producer can 
receive TAP payments cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually. 

Additional information regarding TAP or other 
USDA programs can be found by visiting a nearby 
FSA county office or online at fsa.usda.gov. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits dis-
crimination against its customers, employees, and applicants 
for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and 
where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial 
or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program, or protected genetic information in employment or in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by the Depart-
ment. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/
or employment activities.) Persons with disabilities, who wish 
to file a program complaint, write to the address below or if 
you require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) please 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have 
speech disabilities and wish to file either an EEO or program 
complaint, please contact USDA through the Federal Relay 
Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of dis-
crimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 
(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter 
containing all of the information requested in the form. Send 
your completed complaint form or letter by mail to U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by 
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



It’s April 15, not April 1? 

                                                                                                                                Photo by Dave Scurlock 
This was the scene outside our Horticulture Building this morning.  The Magnolia was in full 
bloom yesterday and this morning we had one last gas of winter?  Strangely beautiful! 



Know Your OSU Grape & Wine Research & Outreach Specialist 
By Imed Dami, HCS‐OARDC 
Many of the OGEN subscribers are new producers and are not familiar with OSU Specialists who provide expertise and assistance in the field of grape growing 
and wine making. The information below may be redundant for some readers, but it is good to remind/inform our new producers of the resources available at 
OSU and will be included in all future issues of OGEN. Please contact the following Research, Extension/Outreach Specialists, and Educators if you have any 
questions relating to their respective field of expertise. 

 
 Contact Information Area of Expertise & Assistance 

Provided Name & Address Phone Email & Website 

Dr. Mike Ellis, Professor 
Dept. Plant Pathology 
224 Selby Hall ‐‐ OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

 
 
330‐263‐3849 

E‐mail:  ellis.7@osu.edu Website: 
www.oardc.ohio‐ 
state.edu/fruitpathology/organic/grape/in 
dex 

Grape diseases and control. 
Recommendation on grape fungicides 

Dr. Roger Williams, Professor 
Dept. Entomolgy 
202 Thorne Hall ‐‐ OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

 
 
330‐263‐3731 

 
E‐mail:  williams.14@osu.edu 
Website:  www.oardc.ohio‐ 
state.edu/grapeipm/ 

Grape insects/mites and control. 
Recommendation on grape 
insecticides 

Dr. Doug Doohan, Professor 
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science 
205 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

 
 
 
330‐202‐3593 

 

 
E‐mail:  doohan.1@osu.edu Website: 
www.oardc.ohio‐ 
state.edu/weedworkshop/default.asp 

Vineyard weeds and control. 
Recommendation on herbicides 

Dr. Imed Dami, Associate Professor & 
Viticulture State Specialist 
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science 
216 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

 
 
 
330‐263‐3882 

 
E‐mail:  dami.1@osu.edu 
 
 
 
 
Website:  oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/ 

Viticulture research and statewide 
extension & outreach programs. 
Recommendation on variety selection. 
Imed is the primary research contact 
of the viticulture program. 

mailto:ellis.7@osu.edu
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Contact Information 

 
 
 
Area of Expertise& Assistance 
Provided 

Name & Address Phone Email & Website 

 
David Scurlock, Viticulture Outreach 
Specialist 
118 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

 

 
 
 
330‐263‐3825 

 
 
 
E‐mail:  scurlock.2@osu.edu 
Website:  oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/ 

Evaluation of site suitability for 
vineyard establishment and all aspects 
of grape production practices in 
northern Ohio. David is the primary 
extension contact of the viticulture 
program 

Todd Steiner, Enology Program Manager 
& Outreach Specialist 
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science 
118 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

 
 
 
 
330‐263‐3881 

 
 
 
E‐mail:  steiner.4@osu.edu 
Website:  oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/ 

Commercial wine production, sensory 
evaluation, laboratory analysis/setup 
and winery establishment. Todd is the 
primary research and extension 
contact of the enology program 

Dr. Gary Gao , Small Fruit Specialist and 
Associate Professor, OSU South Centers 
1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH 
45661 
 
OSU Campus in Columbus 
Room 256B, Howlett Hall, 2001 Fyffe Ct 
Columbus, OH 43201 

 
 
 
740-289-2071 
ext.123 
 
Fax:740-289-4591 

 
 
 
E-mail: gao.2@cfaes.osu.edu 
 
Website: http://southcenters.osu.edu/ 

Viticulture Research and Outreach, 
VEAP visits in southern Ohio, vineyard 
management practices, soil fertility 
and plant nutrition, fruit quality 
improvement, variety evaluation, table 
and wine grape production 

Greg Johns, Station Manager 
Ashtabula Agricultural Research Station 
2625 South Ridge Road 
Kingsville, OH 44048 

 
 
440‐224‐0273 

E‐mail:  johns.1@osu.edu 
 
Website:  www.oardc.ohio‐ 
state.edu/branches/branchinfo.asp?id=1 

Winegrape production in Northeast 
Ohio, especially vinifera varieties 
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Contact Information 

 
 
 
 
 

Area of Expertise& Assistance 
Provided  

Name & Address 
 
Phone 

 
Email & Website 

David Marisson, County Extension 
Director, Associate Professor & Extension 
Educator, OSU Extension‐Ashtabula 
County 39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

 

440‐576‐9008 Ext. 
106 

 
E‐mail:  marrison.2@osu.edu 
 
Website:  ashtabula.osu.edu 

Vineyard and winery economics, 
estate planning and Extension 
programs in Northeast Ohio 
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