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Vine & Wine News @ Buckeye Appellation 2018 
By:  Diane Kinney and Imed Dami, HCS-OSU 

 

Vine & Wine News continues to provide updates on grape growing and wine making in Ohio and elsewhere. 
These updates will be posted on the program website, Buckeye Appellation (BA) at: 
http://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/. We would like to invite you to visit the website on a regular basis to 
help inform you of what our OSU Team has available to you through OGEN, TGE, research updates, events and 
news. Our hope is that it becomes a resource you look up periodically. So why not bookmark this site today? 
In the month of January, we have posted the following updates. Simply click on the blue link and the desired 
document will automatically open.   

Educational Materials:  

 Ohio Grape Electronic Newsletter (OGEN) on homepage and tab (current issue). 

 The Grape Exchange (TGE) on the homepage and tab (latest posting on Jan 23).  

 

Upcoming Events 

 February 19-20, 2018:  2018 Ohio Grape and Wine Conference    

 March 1, 2018: Winter Grape School (more information later)  

 March 9, 2018: Winter Injury Assessment and Pruning of Grapevines - Wooster 

 March 15, 2018:  Winter Injury Assessment and Pruning of Grapevines – Piketon. 

 

Miscellaneous: New Resources 

We have added the following two resources which consist of lists of grapevine nurseries and equipment and 

vineyard suppliers. We regularly receive inquiries about the two from prospective and new grape growers. 

Both of the links below are a useful quick reference available at your fingertips to help you in your search for 

items needed in your vineyard establishment and operations.  The lists do not include ALL nurseries and 

vineyard suppliers, which lead to our disclaimer that the listing of grapevine nurseries and vineyard suppliers does 

not imply endorsement of their products, not does the failure to list other suppliers imply inferiority of their products.  We 

hope that you find these newly posted resources on AB useful to your day-to-day vineyard activities. 

 Grapevine Nurseries 

 Vineyard Equipment and Supplies 
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2018 Ohio Grape and Wine Conference Featured Speakers 

Dr. Markus Keller, Professor of Viticulture, Washington State University  

Dr. Markus Keller is the Chateau Ste. Michelle Distinguished Professor of Viticulture at Washington 

State University’s Irrigated Agriculture Research and Extension Center in Prosser. Dr. Keller 

received his MS in plant science and PhD in natural science from the Swiss Federal Institute of 

Technology in Zürich. He has conducted viticulture research and taught in North and South 

America, as well as in Europe and Australia. Dr. Keller’s research focuses on environmental factors 

and management practices as they influence crop physiology and production of wine and juice 

grapes. He is the author of the textbook “The Science of Grapevines – Anatomy and Physiology” 

and currently serves as the science editor for the two journals of the American Society for Enology 

and Viticulture. 

 

Lee Lutes, Head Winemaker, Black Star Farms 

Lee Lutes was an integral part of the development and construction of the Winery at 

Black Star Farms in 1998. Mr. Lutes is currently the head winemaker/general manager 

and oversees the winemaking operations for two processing facilities on the Leelanau 

and Old Mission Peninsulas. These facilities were developed separately and in 2007 

expanded to specialize in separate red and white wine production. Mr. Lutes is also 

the director of the Black Star Farms distillation program that produces European-style 

fruit brandies and dessert wines. He is a proud, self-taught winemaker with 25 years 

of experience making wine and time spent studying in various regions around the 

world. Mr. Lutes served as an assistant winemaker at Abbazia di Valle Chiara in the 

Piedmont region of Northern Italy prior to moving back to his native Northern Michigan 

in 1993. He is a proud supporter of all things Michigan, and is most passionate about 

the area’s Rieslings and Pinot Noirs. 

Dr. Misha T. Kwasniewski, Assistant Research Professor and Enology Program Leader at the University of Missouri 

Dr. Misha T. Kwasniewski has been an Assistant Research Professor and Enology Program 

Leader at the University of Missouri since 2013. He grew up in a farming family in Western 

New York where he still has family involved in the Concord grape industry. Dr. Kwasniewski 

received a PhD in Food Science in 2013 and a BS in Viticulture and Enology in 2009, both 

from Cornell University. His research focuses on using analytical tools such as GC-MS and 

LC-MS to understand changes in metabolites, especially those important to flavor, that are 

impacted by decisions made in the vineyard, vinification or during storage. Dr. Kwasniewski 

currently collaborates with researchers across the U.S. and a paper he co-authored was 

awarded the American Journal of Enology and Viticulture Best Viticulture paper of 2014. He 

has taught several upper level winemaking and analysis courses as well as is involved with the 

direction of graduate projects based both in Food Science and Plant Science departments, 

involving the impacts of various viticultural interventions on plant metabolites, as well as 

finding winemaking solutions to minimize quality issues. 

  
 Boehm Label  Misco 

 Collinwood Grape Company  Ohio Wine Producers Association 

 Criveller  Paul Hall & Associates 

 GBS Corp  Scott Laboratories 

 George Ackerman  Smith Leavitt Insurance Agency 

 Green Hoe  Spec Trellising 

 JD Equipment  The Ohio State University/OARDC 

 Kent State University Ashtabula  Zenan USA 



 

Lodging Information 

Hotel reservations should be made directly with the hotel. Mention the “OGW” for special rate. 

Embassy Suites Columbus-Dublin 

5100 Upper Metro Place 

Dublin, Ohio 43017 

(614) 790-9000 

www.columbusdublin.embassysuites.com 

On-Line Reservations:  

http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/C/CMHESES-OGW-

20180217/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 

*90 rooms blocked for Sunday evening and 140 rooms blocked for Monday evening  

Rate:   

$112 + tax (includes full hot and cold breakfast buffet, including a cooked-to-order omelet station and 

complimentary evening reception with light snacks and beverages of your choice.) 

*cut-off date January 27, 2018 by midnight or until the room block is sold out, whichever comes first, so 

be sure to make your reservations early to avoid not receiving the specified room rate 

 

Driving Directions 

From the North: 
Take any major highway to I-270. Take I-270 West to US 33 E/OH-161 E towards Dublin. Turn right onto 
Frantz Road. Turn right onto Upper Metro Place. Hotel is located on the right. 

From the West: 
Take any major highway to I-70 East. Take I-270 North to US 33 E/OH-161 E towards Dublin. Turn right onto 
Frantz Road. Turn right onto Upper Metro Place. Hotel is located on the right. 

From the East: 
Take any major highway to I-70 West. Take I-70 West to I-270 North to US 33 E/OH-161 E towards Dublin. 
Turn right onto Frantz Road. Turn right onto Upper Metro Place. Hotel is located on the right. 

From the South: 
Take any major highway to I-71 North. Take I-71 North to I-270 West. Take I-270 West to US 33 E/OH-161 E 
towards Dublin. Turn right onto Frantz Road. Turn right onto Upper Metro Place. Hotel is located on the right. 
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OSU Grape & Wine Research & Outreach Specialists 

Please contact the following Research, Extension/Outreach Specialists and Educators if you have any questions  
relating to their respective field of expertise. 

Contact Information 

Name & Address Phone Email & Website 
Area of Expertise & 
Assistance Provided 

Dr. Imed Dami, Professor & 
Viticulture State Specialist 
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
216 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3882 

e-mail: 
dami.1@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
Buckeye Appellation 

Viticulture research and 
statewide extension & 
outreach programs.  
Recommendation on variety 
selection.  Imed is the primary 
research contact of the 
viticulture program. 

Dr. Doug Doohan, Professor 
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
205 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-202-3593 

Email:  
Doohan.1@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OARDC Weed Lab 

Vineyard weeds and control.  
Recommendation on 
herbicides. 

Dr. Gary Gao, Small Fruit Specialist 
and Associate Professor, OSU South 
Centers 
1864 Shyville Rd, Piketon, OH 45661 
OSU main campus, Rm 256B, Howlett 
Hall, 2001 Fyffe Ct Columbus, OH  

740-289-2071 
Ext. 123 

 
Fax: 740-289-

4591 

Email: 
gao.2@cfaes.osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OSU South Centers 
 

Viticulture Research and 
Outreach, VEAP visits in 
southern Ohio, vineyard 
management practices, soil 
fertility and plant nutrition, 
fruit quality improvement, 
variety evaluation, table and 
wine grape production. 

Dr. Melanie Lewis Ivey, Assist. 
Professor 
Dept. of Plant Pathology 
224 Selby Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3849 
 

330-465-0309 

Email: 
ivey.14@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OSU Fruit Pathology 
 
Facebook: 
OSU Fruit Pathology 

Grape Diseases Diagnostics 
and Management.  
Recommendation on grape 
fungicides and biocontrols.  
Good Agricultural Practices 
and Food Safety 
Recommendations. 

Andrew Kirk, AARS Station Manager 
Ashtabula Agricultural Research 
Station 
2625 South Ridge Road 
Kingsville, OH 44048 

330-263-3881 

Email: 
Kirk.197@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OSU Branch Campus 

Wine grape production in 
Northeast OH, especially 
vinifera varieties 

Dr. Elizabeth Long, Assist. Professor 
OSU/OARDC Entomologist 
105 Thorne Hall 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3725 
Email:  
long.1542@osu.edu 
 

Fruit and vegetable insects.   

David Marrison, County Extension 
Director, Assoc. Professor & Extension 
Educator 
OSU Extension – Ashtabula 
County 39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, OH 44047 

440-576-9008 
Ext.  106 

Email:  
Marrison.2@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
Ashtabula OSU 

Vineyard and winery 
economics, estate planning 
and extension programs in 
Northeast Ohio. 
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Contact Information 

Name & Address Phone Email & Website 
Area of Expertise & 
Assistance Provided 

Dr. Erdal Ozkan, Professor & 
Extension State Specialist 
Food, Agriculture & Biological 
Engineering Dept, OSU 
590 Woody Hayes Drive 
Columbus, OH 43210 

614-292-3006 

Email:  
ozkan.2@osu.edu 
 
 

Pesticide application 
technology, Sprayer 
calibration 

Patrick Pierquet,  
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
130 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3879 
Email: 
Pierquet.1@osu.edu 
 

Wine Cellar Master – OSU 
Micro-vinification, sensory 
evaluation and laboratory 
analysis 

Todd Steiner, Enology Program 
Manager & Outreach Specialist 
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
118 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 
 

330-263-3881 

Email: 
Steiner.4@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
Buckeye Appellation 
 
 

Commercial wine production, 
sensory evaluation, laboratory 
analysis/setup and winery 
establishment.  Todd is the 
primary research and 
extension contact of the 
enology program. 

Dr. Celeste Welty 
OSU main campus 
Department of Entomology 
Columbus, OH  

614-292-2803 
Email: 
Welty.1@osu.edu 
 

Fruit and vegetable insects 
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