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Subject: NAP Buy-Up Coverage Available -- Provides
Greater Protection for Fruit, Vegetable and Specialty Crop
Growers

This message has been sent on behalf of Steven Maurer, FSA State Executive Director.
Dear Friends of Ohio Agriculture,

Please share the attached postcard and my message with your organization’s fruit, vegetable and
specialty crop growers and help us publicize this upcoming deadline and program.

Recently USDA announced the opportunity for fruit, vegetable and specialty crop growers to
receive greater protection through the FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) buy-up program. The new options, created by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides greater
coverage for losses when natural disasters affect specialty crops such as vegetables, fruits,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, and
energy crops.

Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for crop
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Producers can now choose higher levels of
coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market
price.

The expanded protection will be especially helpful to beginning and traditionally underserved
producers, as well as farmers with limited resources, who will receive fee waivers and premium
reductions for expanded coverage. More crops are now eligible for the program, including
expanded aquaculture production practices, and sweet and biomass sorghum. For the first time, a
range of crops used to produce bioenergy will be eligible as well.

To help producers learn more about the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program and how
it can help them, USDA, in partnership with Michigan State University and the University of
Illinois, created an online resource. The Web tool, available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap<http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap>, allows producers to determine whether
their crops are eligible for coverage. It also gives them an opportunity to explore a variety of
options and levels to determine the best protection level for their operation.

Because the 2015 application closing dates for some crops have already passed before FSA made
the buy-up coverage available, this provides producers with an opportunity to obtain buy-up
coverage for those crops for the 2015 crop year by submitting an application for coverage
requesting buy-up coverage and paying the service fee, even if the producer did not previously
obtain CAT-level coverage and pay the service fee for the crop, by January 14, 2015.

For instance, the application and service fee deadline for the 2015 NAP coverage was Nov. 20,
2014 on Apples, Asparagus, Blueberries, Caneberries, Cherries, Chestnuts, Forage for Hay and
Pasture, Grapes, Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, Plums, Strawberries, Honey and Maple Sap for
Ohio. Since this deadline has passed, producers interested in obtaining additional buy-up
coverage must submit an application for buy-up coverage and pay the service fee by Jan. 14,
2015.

For questions or to learn more about the NAP buy-up coverage, visit the FSA website at



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap

www.fsa.usda.gov/nap<http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap> or contact your local FSA
office<http://offices.sc.eqov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa> for additional
information.

Thank you,

Steven Maurer
*khkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkkhkikhkkikikk
Steven D. Maurer

State Executive Director

USDA, Farm Service Agency-Ohio
200 N. High St., Room 540
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: (614) 255-2441

Fax: (855) 832-5099
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Sign up by JEXNVEIRY 7} for fall-planted crops,
perennials, orchards, nursery and aquaculture

Under the 2014 Farm Bill, the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
had significant changes, which may benefit you! NAP provides financial assistance
to producers of noninsurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory or prevented
planting occurs due to natural disasters.

Based on your 2014 acreage report, you grew a noninsurable crop and may be
eligible to protect up to 65% of your crop’s value under NAP, beginning in 2015.

Please contact your local FSA County Office as soon as possible to sign up, or to
obtain more information, including deadlines for spring planted crops. Service fees
are waived and premiums cut in half for traditionally underserved, limited resource
and beginning farmers.

Evaluate your options at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap to compare coverage levels.

nd employer.
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OSU Grape & Wine Research & Outreach Specialist

Please contact the following Research, Extension/Outreach Specialists, and Educators if you have any questions relating to their respective field of expertise.

Name & Address

Dr. Mike Ellis, Emeritus Professor
Dept. Plant Pathology

224 Selby Hall -- OARDC

1680 Madison Avenue

Wooster, OH 44691

Dr. Celeste Welty
Dept. of Entomology
Columbus, Ohio

Dr. Doug Doohan, Professor
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science
205 Gourley Hall — OARDC

1680 Madison Avenue

Wooster, OH 44691

Dr. Imed Dami, Associate Professor &
Viticulture State Specialist

Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science
216 Gourley Hall — OARDC

1680 Madison Avenue

Wooster, OH 44691

Phone

330-263-3849

614-292-2803

330-202-3593

330-263-3882

Contact Information

Email & Website

E-mail: ellis.7@osu.edu *After Dec.12014
Website: www.oardc.ohio-

state.edu/fruitpathology/organic/grape/in

dex

E-mail: welty.1@osu.edu

E-mail: doohan.1@osu.edu Website:

www.oardc.ohio-

state.edu/weedworkshop/default.asp

E-mail: dami.1@osu.edu

Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/

Area of Expertise & Assistance
Provided

Grape diseases and control.
Recommendation on grape fungicides

Fruit and vegetable Insects

Vineyard weeds and control.
Recommendation on herbicides

Viticulture research and statewide
extension & outreach programs.
Recommendation on variety selection.
Imed is the primary research contact
of the viticulture program.
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Name & Address

David Scurlock, Viticulture Outreach
Specialist

118 Gourley Hall — OARDC

1680 Madison Avenue

Wooster, OH 44691

Todd Steiner, Enology Program Manager
& Outreach Specialist

Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science

118 Gourley Hall — OARDC

1680 Madison Avenue

Wooster, OH 44691

Dr. Gary Gao , Small Fruit Specialist and
Associate Professor, OSU South Centers
1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH

45661

OSU Campus in Columbus
Room 256B, Howlett Hall, 2001 Fyffe Ct
Columbus, OH 43201

Greg Johns, Station Manager
Ashtabula Agricultural Research Station
2625 South Ridge Road

Kingsville, OH 44048

Phone

330-263-3825

330-263-3881

740-289-2071
ext.123

Fax:740-289-4591

440-224-0273

Contact Information

Email & Website

E-mail: scurlock.2@osu.edu
Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/

E-mail: steiner.4@osu.edu
Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/

E-mail: gao.2@cfaes.osu.edu

Website: http://southcenters.osu.edu/

E-mail: johns.1@osu.edu

Website: www.oardc.ohio-

state.edu/branches/branchinfo.asp?id=1

Area of Expertise& Assistance
Provided

Evaluation of site suitability for
vineyard establishment and all aspects
of grape production practices in
northern Ohio. David is the primary
extension contact of the viticulture
program

Commercial wine production, sensory
evaluation, laboratory analysis/setup
and winery establishment. Todd is the
primary research and extension
contact of the enology program

Viticulture Research and Outreach,
VEAP visits in southern Ohio, vineyard
management practices, soil fertility
and plant nutrition, fruit quality
improvement, variety evaluation, table
and wine grape production

Winegrape production in Northeast
Ohio, especially vinifera varieties
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Contact Information

Name & Address Phone Email & Website

David Marisson, County Extension 440-576-9008 Ext. - '
E-mail: marrison.2@osu.edu

Director, Associate Professor & Extension 106
Educator, OSU Extension-Ashtabula

County 39 Wall Street

Jefferson, Ohio 44047

Website: ashtabula.osu.edu

Area of Expertise& Assistance
Provided

Vineyard and winery economics,
estate planning and Extension
programs in Northeast Ohio
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