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Wx Risk.com-Windsong Forecasts Alert                                                                                                                   
(Editor note: Hopefully you are recognizing these weather alerts that come out of Virginia but, 
are often inclusive of Ohio. Preparation for potential severe weather is helpful for anyone who is 
involved with perennial crops.  We cannot always do something about the weather but there are 
always some last minute items that we can do to lessen the effects of extreme cold. The soil 
conditions are not favorable to hilling up your vines now because the soil is too wet. You may 
consider other options such as straw, bark/wood or sawdust mulch.  Straw in adequate amounts 
can be used to protect the vines in the amount of 3 tons/Acre or the equivalent of 125 small 
bales.  Mulching to a height of 6- 8 inches can protect the grapevine and graft union and have a 
temperature difference up to 200 F compared to ambient temperature.  When using sawdust it is 
better to use composted or old sawdust rather than fresh.  Even snow has an insulating effect but 
it is not always consistently in place. This information comes from a 5 year study that Dr. Tom 
Zabadal did in Michigan.  Dr. Zabadal used 2 different rates of 3 and 6 tons/acre of straw and 
showed no statistical temperature differences between the 2 rates.  Old hay or rained on hay 
(hay of poor quality for feeding purposes) can be used as an alternative to straw especially if you 
can purchase it cheaper.  The best practice for protection against winter injury is to have your 
hilling of soil or mulching in place prior to Thanksgiving.  This is the target date that I set for 
myself because we rarely have vine killing temperatures before this date.  Whether you have 
hilled with soil or used another mulching material, regularly scout for any potential rodent 
damage.  This is a perfect environment for them to live in too.  Some baiting may be required.  I 
have highlighted areas in yellow where Ohio is mentioned specifically in the forecast.  Three 
things are forever….death, taxes and there’s always something to worry about.) 



 

WxRisk.com - Windsong Forecasts 
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  ** ICE STORM  THREAT  DEC 8-

9  INCREASING   FOR   
Northwest  NC  

Western & Central  & Northeast VA 
central / western MD  

 
SNOW then ICE - Northern KY / Western 

MD / western MD/  OH    
 

 major warm up  60s Low 70s  DEC   5-
6  over  VA  MD  NC  

 

 ** HOW MUCH  ICE   vs  SNOW ?  
COULD BE MAJOR EVENT...  COULD BE ..  

   ***     

  
Even though temperatures are going to reach into the 
Upper 60s  and perhaps  near 70 over  much of Virginia 
...North Carolina...Kentucky... and Tennessee over the 
next three days ( 50+   in the   Mountains)...  Don't let that 

http://wxrisk.com/


fool you.  A massive Arctic cold front will race east across 
the country and arrive over the Tennessee Valley DEC 
6 and over the Middle Atlantic states December 
7.  Temperatures will collapse and drop well below 
freezing on the morning of December 8. 
 
This is significant because the cold front is going to stall 
over the Southeastern states and significant moisture will 
come up from the Gulf of Mexico and crash into  then 
OVER 
the cold front  and this will cause  a  SIGNIFICANT  snow 
and ice storm for the Tennessee Valley and the lower 
Middle Atlantic states DEC 8-9. 
 
The areas affected by this will be northern and eastern 
Tennessee  ...northern and eastern Kentucky  ...southern 
Ohio ...all of West Virginia ...all of Virginia except for the 
far southeast areas...  all of central and western North 
Carolina ...all of Maryland into southern Pennsylvania and 
Southern New Jersey. 
 
WHY THE BIG SWING IN TEMPS & WEATHER? 
 
All the weather models agree that the 5th big Arctic blast of the early winter season is 
on its way.  But this particular surge of arctic air is not going to enter the Upper Plains  
or the Great Lakes like the last few have.   This time... the trough or  "BEND "   in the jet 
stream  is going to form over  western North America and this   drive the Arctic  
air down the Pacific Northwest coast  and into and the northern Rockies over the next 
36 hrs.  The mountains of the Pacific Northwest and the northern Rockies will see near 
blizzard conditions over the next 2-3 days.   From there ... the Arctic air mass will 
spread south and east into the central & upper plains and across the great Lakes. 
 
However the atmosphere has to balance things out so with the initial trough In the Jet 
stream over the western US    a  ridge or "BULGE"  in the jet stream will develop over  
the southeastern states.  This will allow temperatures to warm into the 60s and perhaps 



break 70  degrees DEC  4-5 over the TN valley and DEC 5-6  over  NC  VA  MD and  
DEL .  Even the mountains of   NC, WVA, VA   and western MD should reach 50+.  But 
the arctic cold front will not be denied and it will slam into the East Coast on December 
7.  Temperatures will drop significantly into the 20s by the morning of   DEC 8 over most 
of  WVA  VA  MD  and DEL and low 30s over  western NC.     
 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
The strong arctic cold front will drive into the Ohio Valley and the Appalachian Mts on 
Friday.  The front will bring significant   rains to Tennessee Kentucky Ohio West Virginia 
and western and Central Pennsylvania.  However as the cold front slows down crossing 
the mountains the precipitation will change to snow in these areas and a 4-8"  snow falls 
likely on DEC  7 over  western and central TN ...  much of  KY western half 
of  WVA...  much of OH  and  the western and central thirds of  PA.   The cold front will 
drive into N 
VA and MD Friday night into early Saturday morning with significant rains and rapidly 
falling temperatures on Saturday.  
* 
Some things have become a little clearer with respect to the latest weather models and 
the winter storm threat for December  8-9:.   

 

1. The threat of any significant snowfall looks to be restricted to the 
northwest third of the state of VA western MD and northeastern portions of 
WVA.  
In these areas...  temperatures on Sunday morning will be cold enough to 
support all snow for several hours and at least a few inches of snow are likely to 
fall and accumulate in these locations.  However even here it looks like the snow 
will change over sleet and freezing rain Sunday evening during the overnight 
hours.  So this area will still see significant ice on top of it least a few  
inches of snow 

2. For the Shenandoah Valley as well as Roanoke and to southwestern 
Virginia and all the Virginia Piedmont into Central Maryland the threat is 
increasing at this is going to be a significant if not devastating ice storm. 
There is a scale which has been developed by forecasters with regard to Ice 
events/ storms very similar to the  SAFFIR -SIMPSON Hurricane scale  
and the Fuji Tornado intensity scale . it is called the  SAPI and the scale  is 
presented here for your consideration   
http://1664596.sites.myregisteredsite.com/meteorology/indexIce.jpg  

3. Over the next 48 hours...  the various weather models will have a much better 
handle on detecting the amount and intensity of the extreme arctic air now 
moving into the northern Rockies and  
the upper Plains.  Once these of models see the intensity of the cold air over the 
Midwest and Great Lakes they will be able to figure out how deep and strong the 
cold air will be over NC... VA  
and MD.   Since the cold air is NOT currently in place (as of this Wednesday 
morning) ...  the various weather models are essentially  "guessing"  on where 

http://1664596.sites.myregisteredsite.com/meteorology/indexIce.jpg


the cold air is going to be.  And from that Guess  /  estimation the weather 
models  then have to make  ANOTHER  guess  where the  Cold air will be   and 
how deep  it will be over  NC VA  and MD DEC  8-9. As you can see that 
sort of forecasting leads to considerable uncertainty.  

4. In North Carolina the area of concern is the northwest or north central 
areas....  Including locations of such as Winston Salem Greensboro 
and   Hickory.  The early morning Wednesday 
Data shows the Canadian model depicting the biggest chance for significant ice 
event /  storm for this portion of NC   but the European and the GFS models are 
not quite as cold and the icing  threat  is not  as  significant in that portion of 
North Carolina on those particular models.  

5. RICMMOND metro area...  it is going to be very close to a significant ice 
storm.  The key is going to be the DEW POINTS on Sunday morning.  Right now 
most of the weather model show temperatures around 29-32 degrees Sunday 
morning with dew point of 16-18 degrees.  Thus when the precipitation begins 
the surface temperature will fall while the Dew Point  rises ...  And where those 
two numbers meet is called the   SATURATION   point or  WET BULB 
temperature.   Clearly the Richmond metro area is going to be below 32°for 
significant portion of the event when the sleet and freezing rain is falling.  

6. Some weather models keep the temperatures over Richmond Metro  at or below 
32°  all the way into 1:00 AM Monday morning.  If this is the case and... this is 
a  BIG   "IF"...  This would  
bring a significant if not devastating ice storm to the Richmond metro area 
possibly on the scale of what we sought in December of 1998. However  some 
data suggests that Richmond surface  temperatures will move above 32° by 6:00 
PM on Sunday .  If this is the case then the ice threat will not be quite as bad -- 
still significant but not Major  or devastating ice  storm levels like we  
saw on Christmas of 1998.   (interestingly  NWS and local TV forecasts in the 
days before the Christmas ice storm   of 1998 called for nothing but a few ice 
pellets and then some rain...  so yes they totally missed that event as well). 

 
WXRISK.COM has been talking about this event since 
November 28-29.  The overall pattern to me is just 
screaming "ice storm" for portions of Virginia North 
Carolina.  Right now most of the official forecast from 
NWS    as well as Accu-Blunder and   THE 
WEATHER CHANNEL   are calling for rain over most of 
North Carolina and Virginia as well as Maryland.  Ice 
storms are very difficult and tricky to forecast but one 
should spend a lot of time recognize the weather patterns 



so that skill the weather forecasters can see the potential 
before   weather models actually picked up . 
 
New 30 DAY forecast comes  out late today/  This 
evening. 

 
======================================== 

DT 
WxRisk.com 
804-715-8330  Office 
804 307 8070  cell 
twitter @WXRISKCOM 
facebook   https://www.facebook.com/WxRisk 
 

When everyone is thinking the same ... then someone isn't thinking --- George S Patton 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WxRisk
https://www.facebook.com/WxRisk


Know Your OSU Grape & Wine Research & Outreach Specialist                                                                                  
By Imed Dami, HCS‐OARDC                                                  
Many of the OGEN subscribers are new producers and are not familiar with OSU Specialists who provide expertise and assistance in the field of grape growing 
and wine making. The information below may be redundant for some readers, but it is good to remind/inform our new producers of the resources available at 
OSU and will be included in all future issues of OGEN. Please contact the following Research, Extension/Outreach Specialists, and Educators if you have any 
questions relating to their respective field of expertise.  

  Contact Information Area of Expertise & Assistance 
Provided Name & Address  Phone  Email & Website 

Dr. Mike Ellis, Professor                       
Dept. Plant Pathology 
224 Selby Hall ‐‐ OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3849 
 

E‐mail: ellis.7@osu.edu                           
Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/fruitpathology/organic/grape/in
dex  

Grape diseases and control. 
Recommendation on grape fungicides  

Dr. Roger Williams, Professor               
Dept. Entomolgy 
202 Thorne Hall ‐‐ OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3731 
 

E‐mail: williams.14@osu.edu                 
Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/grapeipm/  

Grape insects/mites and control. 
Recommendation on grape 
insecticides   

Dr. Doug Doohan, Professor                
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science           
205 Gourley Hall – OARDC                    
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐202‐3593 
E‐mail: doohan.1@osu.edu                       
Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/weedworkshop/default.asp  

Vineyard weeds and control. 
Recommendation on herbicides    

Dr. Imed Dami, Associate Professor & 
Viticulture State Specialist                   
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science        
216 Gourley Hall – OARDC                    
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3882 

E‐mail: dami.1@osu.edu  

 

Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/     

Viticulture research and statewide 
extension & outreach programs. 
Recommendation on variety selection. 
Imed is the primary research contact 
of the viticulture program.  



 
 

Contact Information 

 

Area of Expertise& Assistance 
Provided 

Name & Address  Phone  Email  & Website 

David Scurlock, Viticulture Outreach 
Specialist                                        
 118 Gourley Hall – OARDC                            
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3825 
E‐mail: scurlock.2@osu.edu  
Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/     

Evaluation of site suitability for 
vineyard establishment and all aspects 
of grape production practices in 
northern Ohio. David is the primary 
extension contact of the viticulture 
program 

Todd Steiner, Enology Program Manager 
& Outreach Specialist                           
Dept. Horticulture & Crop Science        
118 Gourley Hall – OARDC                    
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH  44691 

330‐263‐3881 
E‐mail: steiner.4@osu.edu  
Website: oardc.osu.edu/grapeweb/     

Commercial wine production, sensory 
evaluation, laboratory analysis/setup 
and winery establishment. Todd is the 
primary research and extension 
contact of the enology program 

Dr. Gary Gao , Small Fruit Specialist and 
Associate Professor, OSU South Centers 
1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH 
45661               

OSU Campus in Columbus                    
Room 256B, Howlett Hall, 2001 Fyffe Ct     
Columbus, OH  43201 

740-289-2071 
ext.123 

Fax:740-289-4591

E-mail: gao.2@cfaes.osu.edu 

Website: http://southcenters.osu.edu/ 

 

Viticulture Research and Outreach, 
VEAP visits in southern Ohio, vineyard 
management practices, soil fertility 
and plant nutrition, fruit quality 
improvement, variety evaluation, table 
and wine grape production 
 

Greg Johns, Station Manager             
Ashtabula Agricultural Research Station     
2625 South Ridge Road                
Kingsville, OH  44048  

440‐224‐0273 

E‐mail: johns.1@osu.edu 

Website: www.oardc.ohio‐
state.edu/branches/branchinfo.asp?id=1  

Winegrape production in Northeast 
Ohio, especially vinifera varieties  



 

  Contact Information 

 

 

Area of Expertise& Assistance 
Provided 

Name & Address  Phone  Email  & Website 

David Marisson, County Extension 
Director, Assistant Professor & Extension 
Educator, OSU Extension‐Ashtabula 
County  39 Wall Street   
 Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

440‐576‐9008 Ext. 
106 

 

E‐mail: marrison.2@osu.edu  

Website: ashtabula.osu.edu  

Vineyard and winery economics, 
estate planning and Extension 
programs in Northeast Ohio 

Dr. Julie Fox, Direct Marketing Specialist 
1864 Shyville Road 
Piketon, Ohio  45661 

740‐289‐2071, ext. 
225 

Email: fox.264@osu.edu 

Website: http://directmarketing.osu.edu  

Ohio MarketMaker: 
www.ohiomarketmaker.com 

Wine and wine grape marketing 
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