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Rots, Birds and Yellowjackets (and Other Wasps) 

Gary Gao, Ph.D., Small Fruit Extension Specialist and Associate Professor 

OSU South Centers  

 

Growing quality grapes in Ohio is quite a challenging task.  Hopefully, your spray schedule has done a good job in keep 

diseases and insects at bay.  At this time of the year, bird damage can be a big problem.  Not only do they eat a lot of 

fruits, they also break open many berries and help invite yellowjackets and other wasps to feed on the fruits, since grape 

berries are very high in sugar content.  Growers should weigh the pros and cons of gaining more sugar and reducing acid 

level vs. more fruit rots and damage from birds and wasps.  Quite often, a compromise is probably the way to go.        

 

Yellowjackets can be a big nuisance in ripening grape clusters.  Photo by Gary Gao. 

Controlling birds with netting is still one of the best ways to minimize fruit damage.  Repairing damage to bird netting is 

a yearly chore.  An opening large than ½” could be a big problem.  Birds are quite smart and can find ways to get inside 

the netting.  Sometimes, they can even sit on the nets and pick fruits through the netting.  Prevention is the key.   

Hope weather will cooperate during the home stretch of the 2017 harvest season.  Wishing everyone a beautiful 

harvest! 

 

  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



Vine & Wine News @ Buckeye Appellation 2017   

By:  Diane Kinney, Research Assistant and Imed Dami, Viticulture State Specialist 

Vine & Wine News continues to provide updates on grape growing and wine making in Ohio and elsewhere. 

These updates will be posted on the program website, Buckeye Appellation at:   http://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-

state.edu/ . We would like to invite you to visit the website on a regular basis to help inform you of what our 

OSU Team has available to you through OGEN, TGE, research updates, events and news. Our hope is that it 

becomes a resource you look up periodically. So why not bookmark this site today? 

In the past month, we have posted the following: 

Educational Materials:  

 Ohio Grape Electronic Newsletter (OGEN) on homepage and tab (current issue). 

 The Grape Exchange (TGE) on the homepage and tab (latest posting on Sept 21). 

News: 

 Cornell-led project to improve grapes gets big boost. 

 Fruit Maturity at OSU-Wooster and AARS-Kingsville 

Upcoming Events: 

 February 19-20:  2018 Ohio Grape and Wine Conference  
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Upcoming Events: 
 

1. 2018 Ohio Grape & Wine Conference, Embassy Suites Dublin: February 19-20, 

2018.  
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OSU Grape & Wine Research & Outreach Specialists 

Please contact the following Research, Extension/Outreach Specialists and Educators if you have any questions  
relating to their respective field of expertise. 

Contact Information 

Name & Address Phone Email & Website 
Area of Expertise & 
Assistance Provided 

Dr. Imed Dami, Professor & 
Viticulture State Specialist 
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
216 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3882 

e-mail: 
dami.1@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
Buckeye Appellation 

Viticulture research and 
statewide extension & 
outreach programs.  
Recommendation on variety 
selection.  Imed is the primary 
research contact of the 
viticulture program. 

Dr. Doug Doohan, Professor 
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
205 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-202-3593 

Email:  
Doohan.1@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OARDC Weed Lab 

Vineyard weeds and control.  
Recommendation on 
herbicides. 

Dr. Gary Gao, Small Fruit Specialist 
and Associate Professor, OSU South 
Centers 
1864 Shyville Rd, Piketon, OH 45661 
OSU main campus, Rm 256B, Howlett 
Hall, 2001 Fyffe Ct Columbus, OH  

740-289-2071 
Ext. 123 

 
Fax: 740-289-

4591 

Email: 
gao.2@cfaes.osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OSU South Centers 
 

Viticulture Research and 
Outreach, VEAP visits in 
southern Ohio, vineyard 
management practices, soil 
fertility and plant nutrition, 
fruit quality improvement, 
variety evaluation, table and 
wine grape production. 

Dr. Melanie Lewis Ivey, Assist. 
Professor 
Dept. of Plant Pathology 
224 Selby Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3849 
 

330-465-0309 

Email: 
ivey.14@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OSU Fruit Pathology 
 
Facebook: 
OSU Fruit Pathology 

Grape Diseases Diagnostics 
and Management.  
Recommendation on grape 
fungicides and biocontrols.  
Good Agricultural Practices 
and Food Safety 
Recommendations. 

Andrew Kirk, AARS Station Manager 
Ashtabula Agricultural Research 
Station 
2625 South Ridge Road 
Kingsville, OH 44048 

330-263-3881 

Email: 
Kirk.197@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
OSU Branch Campus 

Wine grape production in 
Northeast OH, especially 
vinifera varieties 

Dr. Elizabeth Long, Assist. Professor 
OSU/OARDC Entomologist 
105 Thorne Hall 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3725 
Email:  
long.1542@osu.edu 
 

Fruit and vegetable insects.   

David Marrison, County Extension 
Director, Assoc. Professor & Extension 
Educator 
OSU Extension – Ashtabula 
County 39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, OH 44047 

440-576-9008 
Ext.  106 

Email:  
Marrison.2@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
Ashtabula OSU 

Vineyard and winery 
economics, estate planning 
and extension programs in 
Northeast Ohio. 
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Contact Information 

Name & Address Phone Email & Website 
Area of Expertise & 
Assistance Provided 

Dr. Erdal Ozkan, Professor & 
Extension State Specialist 
Food, Agriculture & Biological 
Engineering Dept, OSU 
590 Woody Hayes Drive 
Columbus, OH 43210 

614-292-3006 

Email:  
ozkan.2@osu.edu 
 
 

Pesticide application 
technology, Sprayer 
calibration 

Patrick Pierquet,  
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
130 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 

330-263-3879 
Email: 
Pierquet.1@osu.edu 
 

Wine Cellar Master – OSU 
Micro-vinification, sensory 
evaluation and laboratory 
analysis 

Todd Steiner, Enology Program 
Manager & Outreach Specialist 
Dept. Of Horticulture & Crop Science 
118 Gourley Hall – OARDC 
1680 Madison Avenue 
Wooster, OH 44691 
 

330-263-3881 

Email: 
Steiner.4@osu.edu 
 
Website: 
Buckeye Appellation 
 
 

Commercial wine production, 
sensory evaluation, laboratory 
analysis/setup and winery 
establishment.  Todd is the 
primary research and 
extension contact of the 
enology program. 

Dr. Celeste Welty 
OSU main campus 
Department of Entomology 
Columbus, OH  

614-292-2803 
Email: 
Welty.1@osu.edu 
 

Fruit and vegetable insects 
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