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OARDC-Wooster May Vineyard Update   2018 
 

By Diane Kinney and Imed Dami, HCS-OSU (Photos by Diane Kinney) 
 

Grape Phenology: 
 

In Wooster, once bud break began it was completed in a hurry.  All of our Wooster varieties 

recorded a 50% bud break date within 4 days of one another between the dates of May 3-7 

(see Table below).  Shoot growth in our Cabernet franc as of May 29th  is roughly 12-18 inches 

and is at pre-bloom stage. 
 

2018 Bud break dates and corresponding GDD of varieties grown at the research vineyard in 

Wooster. 
 

 
 
 

Variety                          50 %BB                 
GDD 

1  Jan - BB 
GDD 

1 Apr - BB

 

Arandell                         4-May                   137                         109 
Aromella                       4-May                   137                         109 
Cabernet franc             7-May                   175                         147 
Chambourcin                7-May                   175                         147 
Chardonnay                  4-May                   137                         109 
Frontenac                      3-May                   117                          90 
Frontenac gris              6-May                   163                         136 
La Crescent                   5-May                   154                         127 
Marquette                    5-May                   154                         127 
Riesling                          7-May                   175                         147 
Sauvignon blanc           7-May                   175                         147 
Traminette                    7-May                   175                         



 

OARDC-Wooster May Vineyard Update   2018 
 

 
 
Phenology progression of Cabernet franc: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.         Cab franc (29 Mar 18)                        Cab franc (25 Apr 18)                               Cab franc (29 May 18) 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Weather Conditions: 

 

In Wooster, we have had a rather dry month ending over an inch below the long term average. 

We remain well over cumulatively though by nearly 4” due to a couple of wet months earlier in 

the year.  The month of May has been slightly warmer than the norm.  However, cumulative 

growing degree days (GDD) are still well below the long term average (419 vs 475). By mid-May, 

we have past the threat of spring frost. We hope our adjusted pruning (after bud injury back in 

January) will bring the yields of all varieties back to normal. We will find out by harvest time.
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Cultural Practices: 
 

Final pruning of all varieties was completed the first week of May and prior to 50% bud 

break. We practiced double pruning of some varieties with early budbreak. We then moved 

on to dehilling of vinifera blocks by mid-May.  Growth has been fairly rapid and we also 

began trunk suckering (see video on the practice of suckering: 

https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio- state.edu/video) across the vineyard along with training 

of our younger vines during this same time frame.  As of May 25th, three sprays have been 

applied to the vineyard. We have also completed a new planting of table grapes and 

advanced breeding selections of cold hardy wine grapes. 

  

https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/video
https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/video
https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/video


 

Vine & Wine News @ Buckeye Appellation   2018 
 
 
 

By:  Diane Kinney and Imed Dami, HCS-OSU 
 
 

Vine & Wine News continues to provide updates on grape growing and wine making in Ohio and 

elsewhere. These updates will be posted on the program website, Buckeye Appellation (BA) at: 

http://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/. We would like to invite you to visit the website on a 

regular basis to help inform you of what our OSU Team has available to you through OGEN, 

TGE, research updates, events and news. Our hope is that it becomes a resource you look up 

periodically. So why not bookmark this site today? 
 

 

In the month of May, we have posted the following updates. Simply click on the blue link and 

the desired document will automatically open. 
 

Educational Materials: 

o Ohio Grape Electronic Newsletter (OGEN) on homepage and tab (current issue). 

o The Grape Exchange (TGE) on the homepage and tab (latest posting on May 30). 

o Laser Bird Repellent Solves Bird Problem in Wine Grape Industry -  

https://birdcontrolgroup.com/bird-repellent-saves-wine-grape-industry/ 

News: 
    2018 Directors Choice Winners Announced 

 
 

Misc: 
Homepage slide:  Ohio Department of Agriculture Director Honors Top Wines 

 

  

http://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/
https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/pdf-newsletter/newslettertge
https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/sites/grapeweb/files/imce/pdf-TGE/19The%20Grape%20Exchange_May%20232018(19).pdf
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirdcontrolgroup.com%2Fbird-repellent-saves-wine-grape-industry%2F&data=02%7C01%7CChristy.Eckstein%40Agri.ohio.gov%7C611deba243de48e090a108d5c56064e0%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C1%7C636631940154315833&sdata=6Dz40wJiaxX%2BAkbHziI%2FzQdlPK85ZToJW8%2BH72%2BoD50%3D&reserved=0
https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/news/2018-directors-choice-winners-announced
https://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/home


 

 



 

 


