
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
Vineyard Expansion Assistance Program 

 
Overview 
The Vineyard Expansion Assistance Program (VEAP) is an incentive program created 
and funded by the Ohio Grape Industries Committee (OGIC), to encourage the 
establishment of new and/or expansion/replacement of existing vineyards in Ohio.  
 

Purpose  
Due to the small number of grapes produced in Ohio, many wineries, farmers markets’, 
and retailers are forced to purchase grapes of several different varieties from other 
states to meet production needs. The VEAP is designed to provide a more stable source 
of high-quality, high-value grapes for Ohio’s wineries, farmers’ markets, and retail 
outlets. This program will also allow more Ohio wines to qualify for the Ohio Quality Wine 
(OQW) program and increase consumer awareness of Ohio’s premier wines made from 
Ohio-grown grapes.  
 

Grant Funding 
The program funding will cover only the cost of the grape vines planted. Each grower 
may apply for up to $1,500 per half-acre with a maximum of three acres or $9,000. 
There is a limited amount of money currently available for this assistance program and 
the VEAP Working Group will use discretion to stimulate as many acres of viable 
vineyards as possible. 
 
Successful applicants will not be reimbursed under this program until all requirements 
have been met. Failure to complete all requirements set forth in the guidelines will 
disqualify an applicant from receiving any VEAP funding. 
 
The VEAP Working Group, made up of OGIC members, OGIC Research Advisory 
Group members, OSU researchers/extension specialists, and other industry 
stakeholders, will review the applications and make recommendations regarding which 
growers receive funding under this program to the OGIC. The OGIC will make the final 
funding decisions.  
 

Application Coordinator 
The OGIC will be responsible for distributing the grant application to the prospective 
applicants. All questions regarding the application should be directed to the OGIC 
Executive Director, Christy Eckstein. 

 
Guidelines 
This program is intended to provide support for those individuals who are serious about 
making a long-term commitment to grape production. Each grower will have to meet 
important vineyard management guidelines to qualify for any program funding. This is 



 

  

intended to assure that the grape vines established under this program have the best 
possible conditions to reach and maintain full production.  
 
To be eligible for funding through the Vineyard Expansion Assistance Program growers 
must meet the following guidelines: 

1. Only growers located in Ohio may apply for assistance. 
2. It is mandatory for an applicant to have a business plan with a clear plan for 

the grapes to be put into the production chain (e.g., have an established winery 
or pick-your-own table grape operation, a written contract between grower and 
existing Ohio licensed winery, or business plan for establishing a winery in the 
future.) 

3. Vineyard site selection will be evaluated by the OSU viticulture staff in 
conjunction with the grower (Appendix C – Pre-Planting Evaluation), after the 
Vineyard Site Evaluation Requirements checklist is completed (Appendix A.) 
Each vineyard shall be established in a location conducive to growing grapes. 

4. For variety selection, applicants are encouraged to utilize the recommended list 
of grape varieties (Appendix B) and consult with OSU viticulture staff.  

5. At least one-half acre (400 vines with a minimum of 200 vines per variety) must 
be planted to be eligible for reimbursement. 

6. The planting must occur in spring 2024. 
7. The grower must agree to a subsequent vineyard assessment by an OSU 

viticulture staff during the initial growing season (Appendix D – Post-Planting 
Evaluation). Growers may request reimbursement at this point.  

8. All applications must be completed and received by the OGIC by Friday, 
July 7, 2023. Late applications will not be considered. You can receive a copy 
of the application by contacting Christy Eckstein at 
christy.eckstein@agri.ohio.gov  

 
Replacement/Replanting Details: 
Vineyards that are considering vine replacement/replanting are also eligible for VEAP 
funds. Please fill out the “Vine Replacement” section in the application, including the 
varieties and number of vines to be replaced and the reason for replacement/replanting.  
 

 

2023-2024 VEAP Timeline 
 

VEAP applications sent to prospective/existing growers  June 9, 2023 
 
VEAP applications postmarked and sent to OGIC   July 7, 2023 
 
Initial site visit complete and site visit form sent to OGIC  July 28, 2023 
 
Review of VEAP applications by Working Group   August 9, 2023 
 
OGIC approval of recommended applications   August 9, 2023 
 
Notification to applicants      August 14, 2023 
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2023 VEAP Application Checklist 
 

□ Review and complete Vineyard Site Evaluation Requirements (Appendix A) 
 

□ Provide short-term goals (1-5 years) 
 
□ Provide long-term goals (6-10 years) 

 
□ Define how grapes will reach the production chain (e.g., have an established 

winery or pick-your-own table grape operation, proof of a written contract 
between grower and winery, business plan for establishing a winery in the 
future.) 

 
□ Request funding for at least one-half acre (400 vines with a minimum of 200 per 

variety) of vines 
 
□ Schedule and/or complete initial Vineyard Site Evaluation with OSU viticulture 

staff and complete initial Vineyard Site Evaluation form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Vineyard Expansion Assistance Program Application 
 
Name:     ______________________________ Date: __/__/__ 

Address: ______________________________  Home: (___)_______ 

               ______________________________  Work: (___)_______ 

Email:     ______________________________  Cell:   (___)_______ 

Number of Acres Applying for:  __________________________________   

Farm & Site Profile 

Farm name ________________________________Altitude of site _________ 

Township   ________________________________ County _______________ 

Site is: □ owned □ leased by applicant Lease termination date: __/__/__ 

Site is located in a: □ rural area    □ residential area    □ other: ______________ 

Previous crop on site: _____________________________________________ 

Soil tests completed __/__/____ Type(s) ______________________________ 

Percent of slope ___________ Drainage system(s) completed __/__/____ 

Anticipated time of: 

Vine planting* (mo/yr) __/__  Trellis completion (mo/yr) __/__ 

*2024 planting required 
 
Equipment on hand suitable for vineyard maintenance: ____________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Others involved in vineyard operations: _________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe your reasons for producing/expanding your grape production: 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 

Short-term goals (1-5 years): ________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  



 

  

Long-term goals (6-10 years): ________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 
Variety(ies) and number(s) of vines for each variety(ies) being requested: _____  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 _______________________________________________________________  
 

Previous Experience 

Crops Raised Acreage Years of Production 

      

      

     

 

Viticulture 

Training/Education Year Location 

      

      

      

 

Variety Name 

Number 

of Vines 

to be 

Replaced Cause of Replacement/Replanting* 

      

      

      

Total   

*Examples include cold damage, herbicide drift damage, etc. 
 

Return no later than Friday, July 7, 2023, to: 
Ohio Grape Industries Committee 

c/o Christy Eckstein 
8995 East Main Street, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 

Phone: (614) 381-0412 ~ Fax: (614) 466-7754 
christy.eckstein@agri.ohio.gov 
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Appendix A 

 



 

  

Appendix B 

 



 

  



 

  

 



 

  



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 
Vineyard Expansion Assistance Program Application 
 
Name:   Jim Vines      Date: 09/01/10 

Address: 111 Vine Street     Home: (111) 111-1111 

               Vinings, OH 44444    Work: (222) 222-2222 

Email:    jvines@vines.com    Fax:   (333) 333-3333 

 

Farm & Site Profile 

Farm name: Vine Farms     Altitude of site: 900 feet 

Township: Grape Township    County: Franklin 

Site is:  owned □ leased by applicant Lease termination date: __/__/_ 

Site is located in a:  rural area    □ residential area    □ other: _____________ 

Previous crop on site: Grapes & Corn 

Soil tests completed: 01/01/10 Type(s): Clay 

Percent of slope: 1%  Drainage system(s) completed: 02/02/10 

Anticipated time of: 

Vine planting* (mo/yr): 04/11 Trellis completion (mo/yr): 05/10 

*2011 planting required 

Equipment on hand suitable for vineyard maintenance: Tractor, pruning 

shears, 25-gallon sprayer, miscellaneous tools. 

 

Others involved in vineyard operations: My wife, Joann. 

 

Describe your reasons for producing/expanding your grape production: 

Vine Farms has generated demand for locally produced wine in the Central Ohio 

area. The winery has a regular following of customers at the winery location. In 

addition, as of year-end 2010, ten wine shops/specialty markets and three 

restaurants in the Central Ohio area have chosen to sell Vine Farms wines in 

their establishments. 

 

SAMPLE 
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Short-term goals (1-5 years): This expansion includes a spring 2011 planting of 

.5 acres of Marquette, .5 acres of Chardonnay, and 1.5 acres of Pinot Grigio. 

Current plans also are investigating an additional ½ acre to be planted in Noiret 

to complement our red wine venue. The vineyard enlargement will occur on the 

north plot adjoining the existing vineyard where sol testing was done in early 

2010. Drainage tiles are also being considered for this planting. The trellis 

system will be installed in August 2011. 

 

Long-term goals (6-10 years): Additional vineyard space is available for future 

consideration on the remaining 25 acres to the south of the winery. 

 

Previous Experience 

 

Crops Raised Acreage Years of Production 

 Marquette .6 Planted spring 2009 

 Corn 100 Growing since 1985 

     

 

Viticulture 

Training/Education Year Location 

 Ohio Grape & Wine Conference 2009 OARDC campus, Wooster 

 Trellising Workshop 2010 AARS, Ashtabula 

      

 

 
 


